PATTERSON LIBRARY

ACCESS FOR MINORS

The Patterson Library will not restrict access to library services, materials, and/or facilities based on
the age of the library users. As stated in the Patron Code of Conduct policy section, all children
under the age of 10 must be accompanied at all times by a parent /caregiver, 18 years or older,
while on library premises. As the ALA states, we too stand by the doctrine, “that parents—and only
parents—have the right and the responsibility to restrict the access of their children—and only their
children—to library resources.” The Patterson Library will not assume a parental or guardianship role
for any minor using the library or any of its provided services.

All people, regardless of age, possess the First Amendment rights, including the right to
information and it is our obligation to uphold these rights. We will not limit anyone of any age from
any information they may be seeking through our services and will strive to provide unrestricted use
of all the services, materials, and facilities that this library has to offer, regardless of content,
format, or detail.
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